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RIPLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

OF  HEALTH 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Ripley  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  for  the  year  1967. 

During  the  year  attempts  have  been  made  to  focus  attention 
on  minor  personal  and  environmental  problems. 

The  difficulties  of  deaf  people  or  partially  hearing  people  and 
the  problems  of  poor  eyesight  have  been  discussed.  Their  relation¬ 
ship  to  accidents  has  been  emphasised. 

In  connection  with  early  developing  handicaps  the  use  of 
gadgets  to  help  in  or  around  the  home  have  been  demonstrated 
and  great  interest  shown. 

Further  contributions  to  safety  are  made  by  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  under  the  heading  of  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 
Premises  Act  1963.  After  illustrating  defects  found  he  mentions 
“suitable  and  sufficient  lighting.”  It  is  not  unusual  to  find  that 
whilst  sufficient  light  is  available  the  individual  sits  in  a  position  to 
cut  off  light  from  his  work.  This  occurred  in  your  own  offices. 
Better  arrangement  of  employees  is  sometimes  necessary  to  obtain 
maximum  benefit.  Particularly  as  decorations  deteriorate  and  light 
emission  falls  slowly. 

During  the  year  more  suitable  modern  houses  and  bungalows 
have  made  their  most  welcome  appearance  in  the  district. 

Many  people  co-operate  and  assist  during  the  year  in  the 
preventive  work  of  the  department.  This  is  much  appreciated. 

The  general  practitioners  have  given  their  usual  cheerful  co¬ 
operation  during  the  year. 

Comments  and  support  from  members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  have  been  welcomed.  Discussions  with  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  have  been  most  useful  on  many  occasions. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

P.  WEYMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS 


The  Statistics  which  appear  in  this  report  have  been  compiled 
from  information  received  from  a  number  of  sources  throughout 
the  year. 

These  are  kept  to  a  minimum  in  this  report,  but  some  are 
necessary  so  that  comparisons  can  be  made  with  previous  years. 

The  Registrar  of  Births  and  Deaths  for  Ripley  supplies  a  weekly 
return  giving  details  of  births  and  deaths  occurring  in  the  area. 

Notifications  of  infectious  disease  are  sent  in  by  Medical 
Practitioners  and  in  cases  of  Tuberculosis  sometimes  by  the  Chest 
Physicians  and  Hospital  Medical  Officers. 

The  notification  of  suspected  cases  is  most  important,  to, 
instance  in  poliomyelitis,  food  poisoning  and  dysentery.  Telephone 
communications  are  much  appreciated  and  can  save  a  great  deal 
of  time. 

Additional  information  about  infectious  disease  and  un¬ 
diagnosed  illnesses  comes  from  hospitals,  school  teachers,  parents, 
health  visitors  and  casual  conversations. 

At  weekly  and  quarterly  intervals,  details  regarding  infectious 
disease,  births  and  deaths,  are  received  from  the  Registrar  General. 
This  enables  a  watch  to  be  kept  on  any  unusually  prevalent  disease 
in  the  County,  or  surrounding  districts  or  towns. 

Information  received  from  Medical  Officers  of  Health  or  Port 
Medical  Officers  about  travellers  leads  to  surveillance  of  persons 
arriving  from  Smallpox  areas.  Sometimes  contacts  of  paratyphoid 
cases  require  examination  to  ensure  that  they  are  free  from  disease. 

xMany  points  occur  during  the  year  and  are  dealt  with  in  a 
routine  manner. 

POPULATION 

The  population  of  the  Urban  District  at  the  30th  June,  1967, 
was  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  as  17,780.  This  is  an 
increase  of  30  from  the  estimate  made  at  the  same  time  in  1966. 

BIRTHS 

255  live  births  were  registered,  giving  a  crude  birth  rate  pa, 
thousand  of  the  population  of  14.3.  This  figure  when  adjusted  foi 
comparison  purposes  by  the  application  of  the  comparability  factor 
of  1.07  is  15.3.  This  can  be  compared  with  an  England  and  Wales 
rate  of  17.2. 

See  Summary  of  Statistics. 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

8  infant  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  year.  These  give  an 
infant  death  rate  per  thousand  live  births  of  31.0. 

See  Summary  of  Statistics  and  Table  4. 
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STILL  BIRTHS 

The  8  still  births  registered  give  a  rate  per  thousand  births 
(live  and  still)  of  30.0.  This  is  higher  than  the  rate  for  England 
and  Wales. 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY 

The  number  of  still  births  and  infant  deaths  occurring  under 
the  age  of  one  week  is  11,  giving  a  rate  per  thousand  live  and  still 


births  of  42.0. 

The  following 

table  gives  the  figures  for  the  last 

five  years. 

Rate  per  thousand 

Rate  for 

live  and  still 

England  and 

Year 

Number 

births 

Wales 

1963 

.  8  ... 

.  29.7  . 

....  29.3 

1964 

.  13  ... 

.  55.5  . 

....  28.2 

1965 

.  6  ... 

.  21.2  . 

.  26.9 

1966 

.  10  ... 

.  41.8  . 

.  26.3 

1967 

.  11 

.  42.0  . 

.  25.4 

DEATHS 

199  deaths  were  registered.  These  give  a  crude  death  rate 
per  thousand  of  the  population  of  11.2,  which  after  adjustment  by 
the  application  of  the  comparability  factor  of  1.06  is  11.9.  This 
can  be  compared  with  a  rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  11.2. 

See  Summary  of  Statistics  and  Table  4. 

Deaths  from  Individual  Diseases 

The  199  deaths  are  set  out  in  Table  5  according  to  cause  and 

sex. 

Disease  of  Heart  and  Circulatory  System 

109  deaths  occurred  in  this  group — 60  males  and  49  females. 
Numbers  17 — 21  inclusive  in  Table  5  make  up  this  number. 

53  deaths  were  due  to  coronary  disease,  20  to  other  heart 
disease,  26  to  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  and  10  to 
other  diseases  of  the  nervous  system. 

Cancer 

32  deaths  occurred  in  this  group — 13  men  and  19  women. 
Death  rates  per  thousand  of  the  population  are  set  out  in  the 
Summary  of  Statistics  with  comparative  figures  for  England  and 
Wales. 

The  3  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus — 2  men 
and  1  woman-— compare  very  favourably  with  the  figure  for  1966 
when  10  deaths  were  recorded. 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 

There  were  8  deaths  from  pneumonia  and  8  deaths  from 
bronchitis. 


4 


Measles 

There  was  one  death  from  measles;  this  occurred  in  a  one- 
year-old  mongol  boy. 

Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  registered  in  the  urban  district. 
Accidents 

9  persons — 8  men  and  1  woman — died  following  accidents. 

2  men  died  as  a  result  of  colliery  accidents,  a  teen-aged  boy 
after  being  trapped  by  fairground  machinery  and  an  elderly  man 
who  fell  out  of  his  bed. 

The  other  5  persons — 4  men  and  1  woman — were  all  involved 
in  motor  vehicle  accidents. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

427  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified. 

The  incidence  of  individual  diseases  was: — Measles  361, 
Pneumonia  26,  Whooping  Cough  18,  Scarlet  Fever  10,  Erysipelas  7, 
Tuberculosis  4,  Puerperal  Pyrexia  1. 

See  Table  7. 

Measles 

361  cases  were  notified.  The  majority  of  cases  occurred  in 
children  under  10  years  of  age,  with  50%  of  these  in  the  5 — 9  age 
group.  April  and  May  were  the  months  in  which  the  majority  of 
cases  occurred. 

In  view  of  the  advance  information  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health  that  measles  vaccination  is  to  commence  in  1968  it  is 
interesting  to  note  the  number  of  notifications  received  over  the  last 
10  years. 


1957  ... 

...  65 

1963  ... 

...  365 

1958  ... 

...  530 

1964  ... 

...  36 

1959  ... 

...  57 

1965  ... 

...  225 

1960  ... 

...  36 

1966  ... 

...  61 

1961  ... 

...  396 

1967  ... 

...  361 

1962  ... 

...  13 

Pneumonia 

26  cases  were  notified — the  ages  were  varied. 

Whooping  Cough 

18  cases  were  notified — the  majority  in  the  3 — 9  age  groups. 
In  1958  cases  notified  were  119.  In  the  intervening  years  very 
few  cases  have  been  notified.  Protection  by  immunisation  is  not 
always  complete  and  minor  cases  may  not  be  reported.  Alternatively 
persistent  cough  may  be  the  result  of  infection  by  other  organisms. 
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Scarlet  Fever 

10  cases  were  notified — all  occurring  in  children  under  10 
years  of  age. 

Many  infections  do  occur  in  children,  probably  caused  by  one 
of  the  streptococcal  group.  Only  the  few  cases  which  have  a  rash 
become  notified  as  scarlet  fever. 

Tuberculosis 

4  new  cases  were  notified — 2  respiratory  and  2  non-respiratory; 
the  ages  were  varied. 

Food  Poisoning 

3  suspected  cases  were  notified — all  in  one  family.  Investigation 
was  carried  out  and  specimens  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory. 

The  cases  were  not  confirmed. 

Dysentery 

5  cases  were  notified — these  were  in  2  families  but  upon  in¬ 
vestigation  these  were  found  to  be  negative. 

HOME  MADE  DISEASES 

Last  year  in  the  introduction  to  the  Annual  Report  it  was 
stated  that:  “  ‘Instant  health’  or  almost  ‘instant  health’  is  the  result 
of  our  modern  drug  industry.  Unfortunately  there  remain  diseases 
not  yet  conquered.  Circulatory  diseases  and  malignant  diseases  stand 
out  in  the  list.  More  personal  application  to  recommendations  made 
to  try  and  reduce  these  would  be  a  step  forward.  Behaviour  not 
medicines  seems  to  be  the  key  word.” 

Home  Safety 

Obvious  amongst  these  “diseases”  are  home  accidents  of  all 
sorts.  We  are  fortunate  in  having  the  active  Alfreton  and  Ripley 
Home  Safety  Committee. 

As  more  and  more  technical  improvements  enter  the  home  it 
is  necessary  that  these  come  under  close  scrutiny  by  many  people 
with  different  attitudes.  The  grouping  together  of  people  from 
different  educational  backgrounds  and  disciplines  on  a  home  safety 
committee  leads  to  this  scrutiny. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  even  members  of  Home  Safety 
Committees  can  have  home  accidents! 

The  Secretary  of  the  Alfreton  and  Ripley  Home  Safety  Com¬ 
mittee  sends  information  about  the  Committee’s  activities. 

Some  points  of  interest  and  some  of  the  activities  of  the 
Committee  during  the  year  were: — 

1.  Cooking  utensils — types  with  detachable  handles  were 
demonstrated — in  connection  with  cooker  safety. 

2.  Oil  Heaters — Fire  Prevention  Officer  of  Derbyshire 
County  Council  reported  on  the  display  of  a  “Safe  Oil 
Heater.”  Leaflets  were  obtained.  A  talk  to  the  Committee 
was  also  given  on  this  matter. 
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3.  Children’s  Posters — Three  prize  winning  posters  were 
selected  and  sent  to  Ro.S.P.A.  to  be  exhibited  at  the 
National  Home  Safety  Conference,  1967.  All  three  were 
on  show. 

4.  Fire  Prevention  Officer  of  Derbyshire  County  Council 
gave  an  explanation  on  the  subject  of  different  kinds  of 
plastic  (this  arose  through  a  newspaper  report  because  a 
plastic  material  was  being  used  for  unsuitable  purposes). 

5.  National  Home  Safety  Conference — A  delegate  accom¬ 
panied  the  Secretary  and  on  returning  gave  reports  to  the 
Committee. 

6.  Poster  Competitions — Decision  to  hold  another  Poster 
Competition  entitled  “Safety  in  the  Home”.  Leaflets  to  be 
distributed  to  Schools,  Boy  Scouts,  Guides,  etc.  This 
competition  is  in  conjunction  with  the  Rotary  Club’s 
Home  Safety  Week  to  be  held  in  July.  The  prizes  will 
be  awarded  on  the  last  day  of  the  week.  Arrangements 
still  being  made. 

7.  Home  Safety  Area  Group  Meetings  at  Nottingham — 
Attended  by  delegate  and  Secretary  and  reports  back  to 
Committee. 

8.  Home  Safety  “Serviettes” — 6,000  purchased  and  distri¬ 
buted  to  Primary  and  Junior  Schools  and  to  old  age 
pensioners’  clubs  in  Alfreton  and  Ripley  for  use  at 
Christmas  parties,  etc. 

9.  Flame-resistant  Materials — Discussions  and  enquiry  about 
use  in  schools  and  children’s  homes. 

10.  I.T.V. — Enquiry  by  Secretary  on  whether  advertisements 
re  fireguards  could  be  more  frequent  and  enclosing  a  copy 
of  the  poster  which  has  been  designed  on  this  subject  for 
display  on  various  public  transport  vehicles  in  these  areas. 

11.  Hearing  Problems — Arising  out  of  discussions  on  possible 
dangers  arising  from  difficulty  in  hearing,  the  Committee 
invited  a  Welfare  Officer  for  the  Adult  Deaf  to  speak  to 
them.  Problems  of  deafness  were  discussed.  Various  warn¬ 
ing  systems  for  deaf  people  were  mentioned. 

12.  B.S.I.  Fireguard — Demonstrated  to  Committee.  It  was 
interesting  to  find  some  members  had  not  yet  seen  one. 
Inquiries  and  recommendations  followed.  Letter  to 
Councils  re  provision. 

Bronchitis  and  Lung  Cancer 

Comment  was  made  during  the  year  on  the  results  of  cigarette 
smoking  and  the  problems  arising  from  it. 

It  seems  possible  that  the  increase  in  cigarette  smoking  occur¬ 
ring  from  the  turn  of  the  century  has  now  reached  its  maximum 
and  is  levelling  off.  The  increase  in  lung  cancer  cases  continues  and 
will  do  so  for  some  years  yet. 
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This  is  an  example  of  a  habit  which  has  got  out  of  control. 
No-one  would  worry  about  the  odd  cigarette  taken  for  pleasure. 
Chain-smoking,  lighting  frequent  cigarettes,  smoking  down  to  the 
last  “drag”  are  all  bad  factors  and  ensures  constant  and  continuous 
attacks  on  delicate  lung  tissue  by  many  chemicals  and  fine  particles. 

Chest  diseases  are  said  to  be  more  difficult  to  clear  up  and  the 
illness  lasts  longer  in  cigarette  smokers. 

This  is  not  surprising  after  this  continuous  personal  pollution 
leading  to  damage  of  lung  tissue. 

Postural  Deformities 

Our  final  shape  as  adults  depends  on  our  way  of  life. 

The  stoop  of  the  office  worker,  the  overweight  of  the  car  driver, 
the  satchel  deformity  of  the  school  child  who  carries  a  heavy  satchel 
over  the  same  shoulder  for  years,  bunions  as  a  result  of  ill-fitting 
shoes  all  result  from  neglect  and  unawareness. 

Overweight  and  lack  of  exercise  have  association  with  disease 
possibly  accelerating  or  making  worse  disease  processes  already 
existing. 

People  with  arthritis  or  disease  affecting  the  legs  suffer  far 
more  if  overweight.  The  consequent  further  lack  of  exercise  results 
in  more  overweight  and  more  disability.  Deformities  increase  and 
become  permanent. 

UNTREATED  MILK 

Following  a  period  of  vigorous  national  publicity  consultation 
on  Ministry  of  Health  circular  17/66  took  place. 

This  was  reported  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  in  April, 
1967. 

“95%  of  the  milk  sold  in  this  country  is  heat  treated.  This 
process  destroys  organisms  which  may  cause  infection.  Only  heat 
treated  milk  is  used  in  schools. 

Organisms  may  get  into  milk  from  the  cow  or  from  persons 
handling  the  milk. 

Tuberculosis  was  originally  commonly  transmitted  from  milk 
to  people — causing  disease  of  bones  in  particular.  This  has  now 
stopped  because: — 

(a)  of  extensive  heat  treatment  (pasteurisation) 

(b)  a  successful  tuberculosis  eradication  scheme  carried  out 
by  farmers  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

Lately  interest  has  been  rising  in  other  infections  carried  to 
people  from  the  sale  of  untreated  milk.  In  particular  Brucellosis. 
This  disease  causes  abortion  in  cattle.  In  people  a  vast  variety  of 
symptoms  may  occur  from  something  like  ’flu  and  night  sweats  to 
arthritis.  Diagnosis  is  not  always  easy  and  the  number  of  cases 
which  occur  is  not  known. 

Ministry  of  Health  circular  17/66  refers  to  action  by  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  to  prevent  this  disease. 

District  Medical  Officers  met  the  County  Medical  Officer  in 
January  1967  to  discuss  this  problem. 
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Following  this  meeting  certain  action  is  being  taken.  The  first 
action  was  to  find  out  the  extent  of  the  problem  and  initiate  action 
as  necessary. 

There  are  seven  producer/retailers  in  the  Ripley  Urban 
District.  Some  of  these  producer/retailers  already  take  special  pre¬ 
cautions  against  Brucellosis.  Not  only  is  this  good  for  the  consumers 
of  milk  but  is  sound  farming  practice. 

Arrangements  are  being  made  for  any  necessary  sampling  to 
be  carried  out. 

In  considering  the  general  situation  certain  points  stand  out: — 

(a)  Brucellosis  should  be  made  a  notifiable  infectious  disease. 

(b)  Heat  treatment  of  all  milk — but  this  may  be  thought  to 
affect  freedom  of  choice. 

(c)  Eradication  scheme  for  Brucellosis  in  cattle  similar  to  that 
carried  out  to  eradicate  Tuberculosis.  A  job  for  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

(d)  When  inquiries  are  made  some  parents  do  not  know  which 
type  of  milk  they  buy.  Sometimes  they  buy  the  untreated 
milk  because  they  think  it  is  better  for  their  young  child¬ 
ren. 

(e)  Some  countries  will  not  import  cattle  from  another 
country  where  Brucellosis  is  prevalent.  This  may  eventu¬ 
ally  produce  vigorous  Government  action. 

It  is  necessary  to  know  that  other  diseases  may  be  spread  by 
untreated  milk.  It  is,  therefore,  advisable  to  drink  only  milk  which 
has  had  heat  treatment.” 

Sampling  of  raw  milk  takes  place.  No  case  of  human  infection 
has  been  reported  to  date  in  the  district. 

The  unfortunate  outbreak  of  foot  and  mouth  disease  at  the  end 
of  1967  cut  short  sampling  for  the  year.  Contact  with  farms  was 
reduced  to  the  minimum  urgently  required. 

In  areas  where  extensive  slaughter  of  herds  took  place  it  would 
be  wise  to  replace  with  only  Brucellosis  free  animals.  This  makes 
the  best  use  of  an  unfortunate  situation. 

VISIT  OF  MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  UNIT  (NOTTINGHAM 
AREA  No.  2  MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  UNIT) 

The  Unit  visited  the  town  from  the  7th  to  17th  March,  1967. 
Dr.  Guthrie,  the  Director  of  the  Unit,  reported: — 

“The  response  on  this  occasion  was  very  poor  indeed  and  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  think  of  a  reason  for  this.  Only  731  examinees 
were  x-rayed  as  compared  with  1,139  in  1964.  No  definite  case  of 
active  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  discovered.” 

We  had  good  publicity  in  the  newspapers  and  leaflets  were 
extensively  circulated. 

It  should  be  remembered,  however,  that  special  visits  are  made 
to  some  of  the  larger  firms;  the  National  Coal  Board  has  its  own 
arrangements  and  the  general  practitioners  have  the  convenience  of 
the  facilities  at  Ripley  General  Hospital. 

A  large  local  industry  has  its  own  x-ray  equipment. 
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HOUSING  —  DISABLED  PEOPLE 

Attention  is  drawn  again  to  the  increased  supply  of  cars  and 
wheel  chairs  to  people  who  are  disabled.  More  money  has  been 
available  to  do  this. 

The  Council  can  play  its  part  in  assisting  these  people  in 
helping  to  provide  suitable  ground  floor  accommodation  for  these 
people  and  their  appliances.  As  far  as  one  can  ascertain  numbers 
will  continue  to  accumulate. 

Problems  must  be  considered  urgent  when  there  is  only  an 
upstairs  lavatory  and  a  disabled  person  downstairs. 

Some  of  the  older  houses  which  have  both  upstairs  and  down¬ 
stairs  lavatories  cause  problems  because  of  the  difficulty  of  access 
to  the  downstairs  toilet  outside  and  up  steps. 

The  sympathy  and  help  given  by  the  Council  in  a  number  of 
cases  is  much  appreciated.  It  is  unfortunate  but  necessary  to  warn 
that  this  may  be  required  fairly  often. 

Flatlets 

During  the  year  the  William  Birks  flatlets  were  completed. 
The  first  block  of  flatlets  for  old  people  —  the  Bernard  Boam 
Dwellings — had  solid  fuel  individual  heating  to  each  flatlet.  The 
William  Birks  flatlets  departed  from  this.  They  were  equipped  with 
gas  fired  warm  air  heating. 

The  tremendous  pleasure  of  the  people  on  transfer  to  these 
modern  cheerful  dwellings  is  a  good  “thank  you”  to  a  far  sighted 
Housing  Committee. 

GADGETS  TO  HELP 

These  are  usually  associated  with  the  term  disabled  person  and 
handicapped  persons.  They  are  supplied  as  required  to  registered 
handicapped  or  disabled  persons. 

It  was  felt  that  a  great  number  of  people  were  not  obtaining 
benefit  from  gadgets  because  they  were  unaware  of  them  or  were 
not  yet  sufficiently  handicapped  to  be  “registered.” 

As  a  result  considerable  effort  was  made  to  publicise  these 
gadgets  over  a  large  area. 

Public  Health  Committees  and  Home  Safety  Committees  were 
involved. 

The  following  report  was  made: — 

‘‘Much  thought  has  been  given  to  producing  aids  to  help  the 
disabled.  Unfortunately  not  enough  of  this  information  is  common 
knowledge  or  possibly  is  just  not  considered  by  relatives. 

Many  of  these  aids  might  be  useful  long  before  a  person 
becomes  old  or  officially  ‘disabled4.  ‘Restricted  movement’  is  often 
an  early  problem. 

It  is  too  late  to  think  of  these  items  for  Christmas  presents  but 
opportunities  often  arise  for  this  sort  of  thing. 

Unfortunately  a  wish  not  to  appear  handicapped  makes  a  person 
refuse  aids.  However,  if  an  aid  is  left  at  the  house,  often  the 
person  will  eventually  experiment  in  private  and  then  be  extremely 
pleased  with  success. 
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This  is  a  very  brief  list: — 

1.  Long  handled  shoe-horn — for  those  who  cannot  or  should 
not  bend  to  put  on  shoes — (because  of  inability,  pain  or 
dizziness). 

2.  Elastic  shoelaces — often  used  for  young  children,  equally 
of  assistance  to  older  people  and  useful  with  (1)  above 
(shoe  tongue  should  be  stitched  to  upper  to  prevent  it 
being  displaced). 

3.  Dressing  help — short  stick  12in.  with  knob  on  end  to 
lift  clothes  over  shoulder. 

4.  Grip  aids — pens,  pencils,  forks,  spoons  and  similar  objects 
may  be  difficult  to  hold.  A  much  thicker  handle  is  often 
of  great  assistance  and  certainly  makes  it  easier  to  pick 
up  objects. 

5.  Lazy  tongs — useful  to  reach  for  objects  and  pick  things 
up  off  the  floor. 

6  Long  handled  forks  and  spoons  may  also  be  of  assistance. 

7.  Lever  handles  to  doors — extended  handles  on  top  are 
also  helpful. 

8.  Incontinence  pants  and  pads — for  those  liablu  to  have 
urgent  calls  to  lavatories  and  wish  to  get  about  when 
lavatories  may  not  be  available.  Deodorants  and  ointments 
to  prevent  soreness  should  also  be  obtained  from  chemist. 

9.  Drinking— for  those  with  shaky  hands  drinking  may  be 
a  problem. 

(a)  Drinking  straws  of  any  length  may  be  made  from 
plastic  tubing. 

(b)  Plastic  unspillable  cups  on  a  swivel  controlled  by 
the  mouth  may  be  available  or  constructed. 

10.  Cooker  safeguards — these  have  been  discussed  at  intervals 
and  occasionally  one  is  seen.  They  support  the  handles 
of  pans  on  the  cooker  and  avoid  accidental  knocking  off 
the  cooker. 

11.  In  the  kitchen  right  heights  are  most  important.  A  stool 
with  adjustable  seat  will  assist. 

12.  Wall  attached  can  opener  is  most  important. 

Thought  and  discussion  will  often  find  a  solution  to  the 

apparently  most  intractable  problems.  The  handyman  or  a  craft 
centre  will  often  finish  the  job. 

Many  voluntary  organisations  are  interested  in  these  problems. 
The  Central  Council  for  the  Disabled,  the  British  Red  Cross,  St. 
John  Ambulance  Brigade.  Sometimes  the  County  Council  Home 
Nursing  Service  can  help  or  the  District  Welfare  Officer  will  discuss 
and  advise.” 

VISION 

Defective  Colour  Vision 

The  boys  admitted  to  a  school  in  which  your  Medical  Officer 
works  are  examined  for  defective  colour  vision. 

Problems  arising  from  inability  to  distinguish  colour  or  compare 
colours  are  discussed. 
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One  boy  described  his  problem  of  being  unable  to  distinguish 
team  colours  when  playing  or  watching  football. 

It  was  considered  that  colour  plays  an  increasing  part  in  our 
life  and  this  matter  was  made  the  subject  of  a  brief  report  to  the 
Public  Health  Committee. 

Although  there  were  many  discussions  in  many  places  no  really 
unexpected  results  came  up.  Especial  enquiry  was  made  about  road 
signs.  One  comment  was  made  that  black  and  white  signs  are  much 
more  distinctive  to  colour  blind  people  than  were  coloured  signs. 
This  seems  to  be  an  instance  where  the  convenience  of  the  relatively 
few  completely  colour  blind  is  sacrificed  to  the  convenience  of  the 
many.  It  must  be  remembered  that  colours  are  used  on  most  road 
signs  which  can  be  distinguished  by  many  partially  colour  blind 
people. 

Poor  Eyesight 

A  reminder  was  issued  that  it  is  possible  to  obtain  from 
libraries  books  especially  printed  in  large  type.  These  are  often 
seen  in  houses  where  there  is  a  partially  sighted  person. 

Sometimes  an  older  or  indeed  a  young  person  is  noted  who 
should  have  an  eye  test  and  probably  benefit  from  glasses.  Visitors 
might  keep  this  in  mind. 

A  remarkable  change  in  outlook  may  occur  when  satisfactory 
glasses  are  obtained.  The  world  around  becomes  different  and  more 
exciting. 

One  relative  complained  that  she  had  taken  magazines  to  a 
friend  for  years — but  that  the  friend  had  stopped  reading  them.  On 
enquiry  and  discussion  the  friend  had  not  had  an  eye  test.  The 
supply  of  spectacles  helped  to  bring  back  some  of  the  old  interests. 

DRINKING  WATER 

Old  habits  of  running  to  waste  the  first  water  from  the  tap 
are  disappearing.  Perhaps  this  is  due  to  modern  hurry  and  rush  or 
due  to  the  improved  quality  of  supplies.  It  is  still  wise  to  run  to 
waste  a  small  quantity  of  water  before  drawing  water  for  drinking 
purposes.  This  removes  deposits  from  pipe,  stale  water  from  over¬ 
night  standing  and  any  possible  amount  of  accumulated  chemicals 
from  any  reaction  over  this  period. 

Never  use  water  from  the  hot  tap  for  drinking  or  cooking 
purposes.  Investigation  of  the  cistern  will  show  deep  deposits,  dead 
birds,  debris  of  all  kinds.  In  addition  some  chemical  action  may 
take  place  in  the  tank  or  hot  water  pipe. 

So  do  not  use  this  water  for  drinking  or  cooking  purposes. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 

Almost  all  we  do  in  the  health  department  is  associated  in 
some  way  with  education  and  health. 

Opportunity  at  Committee  meetings  is  taken  to  present  brief 
reports  on  other  matters. 

Smoking  in  public  places,  drugs,  drowning  accidents,  cancer  of 
the  breast,  and  hypothermia  were  reported  on  in  this  manner  for 
general  information. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


General  Statistics 

Area  in  Acres  .  5,411 

Population  (estimated)  .  17,780 

Population  per  acre  .  3.3 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  .  6,312 

Rateable  Value  .  £557,564 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  .  £2,239 

Live  Births  registered  .  255 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births  5.1 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  .  14.3 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  (comparability  factor  1.07)  ...  15.3 

Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  ....  .  17.2 

Still  Births  registered  .  8 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Births  (live  and  still)  ...  30.0 

Still  Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  .  14.8 

Deaths  registered  .  199 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  .  11.2 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  (comparability  factor  1.06)  ...  11.9 

Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales  .  11.2 

Maternal  Deaths  (Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion)  — 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live  and  still 

births)  .  — 

Maternal  Mortality,  England  and  Wales  .  0.2 

Infant  Deaths  (under  1  year  of  age) .  ...  8 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births  .  31.0 

Infant  Mortality,  England  and  Wales  .  18.3 

Infant  Deaths  (legitimate)  under  1  year  of  age  ...  7 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births  legitimate  ...  28.9 

Infant  Deaths  (illegitimate)  under  1  year  of  age  ...  1 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births  illegitimate  76.9 

Infant  Deaths  (under  4  weeks  of  age)  .  6 

Neonatal  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births  .  23.5 

Neonatal  Mortality,  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  12.5 

Infant  Deaths  (under  1  week  of  age)  .  3 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births  ...  11.8 

Perinatal  Deaths  (still-births  and  deaths  under  1  week 

of  age)  .  11 

Perinatal  Mortality  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  ...  42.0 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  from: 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  .  — 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory,  England  and  Wales  ...  0.037 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms  .  — 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms,  England  and  Wales  ...  0.005 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus  .  0.169 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus,  England  and  Wales  0.584 

Cancer,  other  forms  .  1.631 

Cancer,  other  forms,  England  and  Wales  .  1.691 
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TABLE  1 

BIRTHS 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

BIRTHS 

M.  F.  Total 

M.  F.  Total 

Live  . 

...  130  112  242 

8  5  13 

Still  . 

...  4  2  6 

—  2  2 

TABLE  2 

STILL-BIRTHS  —  1957-1967 


Year 

Number 

Rate  per  1.000  Birth 
(Live  and  Still) 

1957 

4 

14.7 

1958 

8 

29.4 

1959 

10 

37.4 

1980 

8 

32.4 

1961 

7 

26.5 

1962 

5 

21.3 

1963 

7 

26.0 

4964 

6 

25.6 

1965 

6 

21.2 

1966 

5 

20.9 

1967 

8 

30.0 

TABLE  3 

INFANT  AND  PERINATAL  MORTALITY 


Legitimate  Illegitimate 


Infant  Deaths 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Under  1  year  of  age  ... 

3 

4 

7 

1 

— 

1 

Under  4  weeks  of  age 

2 

3 

5 

1 

— 

\ 

Under  1  week  of  age 

2 

1 

3 

— • 

— 

— 

Perinatal  Deaths 

6 

3 

9 

— 

2 

2 

TABLE 

4 

COMPARATIVE 

TABLES  — 

1957-1967 

Infant 

Year 

(Population 

Estimated) 

Birth  Rate 
(per  1,000  of 
population) 

Death  Rate 
(per  1,000  of 
population) 

Mortality  Rate 
(per  1,000  live 
Births) 

1957 

.  18,040 

14.9 

11.0 

33.6 

1958 

.  17,980 

14.7 

9.2 

30.3 

1959 

.  17,980 

14.3 

11.1 

23.4 

1960 

.  17.900 

13.4 

11.5 

25.1 

1961 

.  17,650 

14.6 

11.7 

7.8 

1962 

.  17,700 

13.0 

10.5 

17.4 

1963 

.  17,760 

14.8 

11.1 

11.4 

1964 

.  17,720 

12.9 

11.1 

48.2 

1965 

.  17,780 

15.6 

9.8 

3.6 

1966 

.  17,750 

13.2 

12.1 

21.4 

1967 

.  17,780 

14.3 

11.2 

31.0 

14 


TABLE  5 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  ...  . 

M. 

F. 

Total 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  . 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease  . 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whopping  Cough  ...  . 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  . 

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  . 

1 

— 

1 

9. 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  ... 

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  . 

— 

2 

2 

11. 

„  „  Lung,  Bronchus 

2 

1 

3 

12. 

„  „  Breast  . 

— 

4 

4 

13. 

„  „  Uterus  . 

— 

— 

— 

14. 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

11 

12 

23 

15. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  . 

1 

— 

1 

16. 

Diabetes  . 

2 

1 

3 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  Nervous  System . 

13 

13 

26 

18. 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  . 

33 

20 

53 

19. 

Hypertensions  with  Heart  Disease . 

3 

— 

3 

20. 

Other  Heart  Disease  . 

7 

10 

17 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  . 

4 

6 

10 

22. 

Influenza  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia  .  . 

5 

3 

8 

24. 

Bronchitis  . 

6 

2 

8 

25. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

— 

2 

2 

26. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . 

1 

2 

3 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  . 

1 

— 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

1 

— 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ....  . 

2 

— 

2 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  . 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  Malformations  . 

2 

3 

5 

32. 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  Diseases  ... 

9 

5 

14 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . 

4 

1 

5 

34. 

All  Other  Accidents  . 

4 

— 

4 

35. 

Suicide  . 

— 

— 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  . 

— 

— 

— 

All  Causes  . 

112 

87 

199 

15 


TABLE  6 

TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFICATIONS  —  1957-1967 


Year 

Respiratory 
M.  F.  ' 

Total 

Non- 

Respiratory 
M.  F. 

Total 

Grand 

Total 

1957  ... 

5 

2 

7 

—  — 

— 

7 

1958  .... 

4 

3 

7 

—  3 

3 

10 

1959  ... 

5 

2 

7 

—  1 

1 

8 

1960  ... 

3 

1 

4 

1  — 

1 

5 

1961  ... 

5 

— 

5 

—  1 

1 

6 

1962  ... 

1 

— 

1 

1  — 

1 

2 

1963  ... 

4 

— 

4 

—  — 

— 

4 

1964  ... 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

1965  ... 

4 

2 

6 

—  — 

— 

6 

1966  ... 

3 

1 

4 

—  — 

— 

4 

1967  ... 

1 

1 

2 

1  1 

2 

4 

TABLE  7 

DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1967 

AGE  GROUPS 


Erysi¬ 

pelas 

Measles 

Pneu¬ 

monia 

Puer¬ 

peral 

Pyrexia 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Tuber¬ 

culosis 

Whoop¬ 

ing 

Cough 

All  ages 

7 

361 

26 

1 

10 

4 

18 

Under  1  year 

— 

9 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1  —  . 

— 

31 

2 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2  —  . 

— 

37 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3  —  . 

— 

48 

1 

— 

1 

— 

3 

4  —  . 

— 

60 

— 

— 

2 

— 

3 

5  —  . 

— 

160 

5 

— 

5 

1 

6 

10  —  . 

— 

11 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

15  —  . 

— 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  —  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

35  —  . 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

45  —  . 

4 

— 

6 

— 

— 

1 

— 

65  and  over 

2 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Age  Unknown 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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1967 


RIPLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1967 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Ripley  Urban  District  Council: 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  seventh  Annual  Report. 

The  bulk  of  the  work  of  the  implementation  of  the  Offices,  Shops 
and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  (which  was  combined  with  inspec¬ 
tions  under  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960)  has 
been  completed  and  all  premises  have  received  a  general  inspection. 
The  following  up  of  those  premises  where  contraventions  were  found 
is  proceeding. 

The  main  sewage  scheme  is  still  with  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  for  approval  and  appears  to  be  stationary. 
However  approval  has  been  given  to  the  reconstruction  of  the  pump¬ 
ing  station  to  serve  the  Sandham  Lane  Estate  and  new  Sewers  and 
pumping  station  at  Nether  Heage  and  this  should  be  done  during 
1968. 

The  support  and  encouragement  of  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  the  co-operation  of  the  Officers 
of  the  Council  has  been  much  appreciated  during  the  year. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  A.  GREGORY, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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FOOD 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

On  30th  September,  1966,  the  Meat  Inspection  (Amendment) 
Regulations,  1966,  came  into  operation.  The  most  important  effect 
of  these  Regulations  was  that  as  from  31st  October,  1966,  no  meat 
could  be  removed  from  a  slaughterhouse  for  human  consumption 
until  it  had  been  inspected,  passed  as  fit  and  stamped  by  the  inspector. 
100%  inspection  has  been  carried  out  in  this  district  for  some  years. 

The  numbers  of  animals  killed  for  human  consumption  during 
1967  in  the  district  were  as  follows: — 


TABLE  1 

Cattle  (excluding  cows)  ...  ...  — 

Cows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Calves  ...  .  ...  4 

Sheep  and  Lambs  ...  ...  ...  75 

Pip-?  


Of  the  meat  inspected  at  the  slaughterhouse  in  1967,  the  follow¬ 
ing  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  were  destroyed 
or  used  for  non-edible  purposes. 


TABLE  2 


Disease 

Part  affected 

Animals  Affected 

Distomatosis 

Liver 

2  Sheep 

The  Meat  Inspection  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1966,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  ensuring  the  inspection  of  all  meat,  gave  local  authorities  for 
the  first  time,  and  in  the  interests  of  securing  full  and  effective  meat 
inspection,  power  to  .control  hours  of  slaughter.  Co-operation  with 
the  slaughterhouse  owner  has  made  the  use  of  this  power  unnecessary. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSE 

As  well  as  inspecting  meat  in  slaughterhouses,  public  health 
inspectors  must  see  that  the  animals  are  treated  humanely  and  that 
proper  standards  of  hygiene  are  maintained.  The  principal  legislation 
covering  both  of  these  matters  is  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Preven¬ 
tion  of  Cruelty)  Regulations,  1958,  the  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene) 
Regulations,  1958,  and  the  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  (Amend¬ 
ment)  Regulations,  1966.  At  the  one  slaughterhouse  in  this  district 
these  requirements  were  met  throughout  the  year. 

The  Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1958,  have  been 
amended  to  require  that  no  animal  shall  be  kept  in  a  slaughterhouse 
lairage  for  a  period  exceeding  72  hours,  unless  an  authorised  officer 
of  a  local  authority  gives  his  consent  and  an  obligation  is  placed  on 
the  occupiers  of  slaughterhouses  to  keep  lairages  clean. 
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The  new  Regulations  will  ban  the  use  of  wiping  cloths  after  1st 
November,  1968.  Until  then  they  may  be  used  if  they  are  freshly 
sterilised  by  boiling  before  use  and  are  only  used  once  on  a  single 
carcase  and  its  associated  offal  before  re-sterilisation.  The  traditional 
wiping  cloth  is  unhygienic  and  spreads  infection  from  carcase  to 
carcase  and  its  final  disappearance  will  be  welcomed.  Some  use  is 
now  being  made  of  fine  water  sprays  for  cleaning  carcases  and  experi¬ 
ments  are  being  made  with  paper  towels. 

Five  persons  are  licensed  to  slaughter  and  stun  animals. 

It  is  a  sign  of  the  times  that  ritual  slaughter  took  place  for  the 
first  time.  However  one  respects  religious  freedom,  this  method  is 
abhorrent  to  me. 


POULTRY  INSPECTION 

The  Ministry  of  Health  has  reminded  local  authorities  of  the 
need  for  frequent  and  regular  visits  to  poultry  processing  establish¬ 
ments  to  ensure  that  the  requirements  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1966,  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960,  and  the  recom¬ 
mendations  on  poultry  dressing  and  packing  are  being  observed,  and 
that  all  carcases  and  viscera  for  human  consumption  are  in  a  fit 
condition. 

There  is  no  poultry  processing  plant  in  this  area,  but  at  two 
premises  the  following  birds  were  processed: — 

110  capons,  120  hens,  60  turkeys  and  5  geese. 

None  of  these  were  rejected  as  unfit. 

GENERAL  FOOD  INSPECTION 

In  the  course  of  general  food  inspection  duties,  1  ton  2  cwts.  25 
lbs.  of  unsound  food  were  surrendered  or  were  condemned  in  1967. 
The  details  are  as  follows: — 


TABLE  3 

Tins 

449  Fruit 
50  Fruit  Juice 
125  Vegetables 
14  Soup  4 

89  Fish  . 

48  Corned  Beef  ... 

17  Tongue 
16  Ham 
1  Jellied  Veal 
6  Pork  Luncheon  Meat  ... 

24  Pork  Tender  Loin 
Ox  Kidney 
10  Stewed  Steak  ... 

4  Braised  Steak  ... 

1  Veal  and  Ham  Roll  ... 

1  Chicken 
39  Evaporated  Milk 
21  Cream  ... 


lbs. 

431 

49J 

83 

Hi 

32i 

200 

49 

87i 

6 

9 

74 

10 

8* 

2 

6 

H 

33i 

8 
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51  Rice  Pudding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41f 

16  Sago  Pudding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

4  Treacle  Pudding  ...  ...  ...  ...  1J 

15  boxes  Grapes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  150 

2  Cherries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

2  Apricots  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

4  Bilberries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

4  pkts.  Chocolate  Fingers  ...  ...  ...  2 

Red  Cabbage .  1,120 


FOREIGN  MATTER  IN  FOOD 

One  complaint  was  received  in  respect  of  bread  containing 
mineral  oil,  which  is  one  of  the  problems  of  the  machine  age.  This 
was  thoroughly  investigated  and  dealt  with  informally. 

FOOD  HYGIENE 

Most  of  the  work  in  promoting  satisfactory  standards  of  cleanli¬ 
ness  in  food  businesses  is  of  an  advisory  nature  and  persuasion  is 
widely  used  to  remedy  unsatisfactory  conditions.  It  is  customary  to 
resort  to  court  proceedings  only  in  the  more  serious  cases. 

251  premises  were  inspected  and  no  proceedings  were  necessary. 

Advice  on  the  retailing  of  fresh  meat  pies,  cooked  meats  and 
flesh  sausages  was  given  to  all  firms  dealing  in  these  products. 

SAMPLING 

Six  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  exami¬ 
nation  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAYS  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

This  is  the  third  full  year  of  the  operation  of  the  Act.  All 
premises  have  now  received  a  general  inspection.  204  premises  are 
registered,  employing  572  males  and  702  females,  a  total  of  1,274 
employees.  Non-compliance  in  some  detail  was  found  in  all  but  four 
of  the  premises,  and  this  varied  from  the  absence  of  a  thermometer 
to  a  long  list  of  structural  defects. 

The  most  frequent  contraventions  have  been  with  respect  to 
information  for  employees,  provision  of  thermometers,  temperature, 
ventilation  and  lighting  and  the  provision  of  first  aid  equipment. 
Absent  or  broken  handrails,  worn  and  broken  floor  boards, 
obstructed  and  steep  defective  staircases,  unguarded  trap  doors  and 
staircase  openings  and  worn  and  slippery  floors  and  floor  coverings 
were  common.  Most  machines  were  well  guarded,  though  the  occa¬ 
sional  “  old  model  ”  required  attention. 

LIGHTING  STANDARDS 

It  has  been  decided  not  to  make  regulations  regarding  standards 
of  lighting,  Section  8,  requiring  that  it  shall  be  “  suitable  and  suffici¬ 
ent,”  which  has  been  applied  to  ensure  that  there  is  at  least  sufficient 
lighting  in  workrooms  to  enable  employees  to  do  their  work  without 
undue  strain  or  discomfort  and  that  all  parts  of  the  premises,  including 
corridors  and  stairs,  are  sufficiently  well  lit  to  prevent  accidents. 

In  16  premises  it  has  been  necessary  to  ask  for  improved  lighting. 
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HOUSING 
New  Houses 

23  new  Council  Houses  were  completed  during  1967. 

The  figures  for  the  past  seven  years  are  as  follows: — 

1961  1962  1963  1964  1965  1966  1967 

Council : 

20  flats  9  flats  17  flats  4  26  —  23 

converted 
into  10 
houses 
Private 
Enterprise : 

43  32  58  74  78  54  74 

Housing  improvements 

During  the  year  2  houses  were  improved  with  Discre¬ 
tionary  and  40  with  Standard  grants. 


Standard  Grants  Discretionary  Grants 


Amenities 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

Baths  provided . 

39 

39 

26 

28 

42 

3 

13 

14 

2 

2 

Internal  water 

closets 

50 

45 

35 

37 

48 

3 

13 

14 

2 

2 

Larders  provided 

10 

18 

15 

19 

30 

2 

13 

14 

2 

2 

Hot  water  systems 

provided 

43 

41 

27 

33 

46 

3 

13 

14 

2 

2 

Wash  hand  basins 

provided 

43 

41 

28 

33 

46 

3 

13 

14 

2 

2 

In  Ripley  Urban  District,  according  to  the  1961  Census: 

17  houses  were  without  a  cold  water  tap  in  the  house  (8  shared 
this  facility). 

1,054  households  were  without  a  hot  water  tap  (3  shared). 

1,510  households  were  without  a  water  closet  within  or  attached  to 
the  building  (13  shared). 

Compulsory  Improvements 

The  Housing  Act,  1964,  has  given  power,  in  certain  circum¬ 
stances,  for  the  Council  to  require  improvements  to  be  carried  out. 

The  Act  provides  that  any  tenant  occupying  a  dwelling  which  is 
without  one  or  more  of  the  standard  amenities  (viz:  ventilated  food 
store,  bath  or  shower  in  a  separate  room,  hot  water  system,  wash 
hand  basin,  inside  water  closet)  may  make  representations  in  writing 
to  the  local  authority  with  a  view  to  the  exercise  of  their  power  to 
compel  owners  to  provide  these  amenities. 

PAIL  CLOSETS 

There  are  now  81  paiil  closets  in  the  area,  a  reduction  of  nine 
during  the  year.  None  has  a  sewer  available  so  that  compulsory 
action  cannot  be  taken  for  their  abolition  until  sewer  extensions  are 
made.  Persuasion  by  means  of  the  offer  of  50%  grants  under  Section 
47  of  the  Public  Health  Act  for  closet  conversions  or  Standard 
Improvement  Grants  is  the  only  course  available,  and  this  continues. 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  INSANITARY  CLOSET 
ACCOMMODATION  IN  URBAN  AREA 


Housing 

Unsat. 

Total 

Butterley 

Programme  Cesspool 

Drains 

Pails 

1 

— 

5 

6 

Waingroves 

3 

1 

_ 

4 

Marehay 

. . .  — 

1 

— 

1 

Ambergate 

12 

36 

11 

59 

Heage 

4 

4 

3 

11 

20 

42 

19 

81 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 

The  following  table  indicates  the  position  up  to  31st  December, 
1967:— 

Waste 

Water 

Pails  Privies  Closets  Total 

Conversions  completed  prior  to  1967  ...  1,810  266  13  2,089 


Completed  as  Improvement  Grant  during 

1967  . 

. 

2 

__  — 

2 

Section  47  conversions  ... 

1 

—  — 

1 

Removed  from  Register,  1967  .. 

6 

—  — 

6 

App.  for  conversion — Improvement  Grant 

6 

. —  — 

6 

Register  of  unsatisfactory  closet 

accom- 

modation  at  31st  December,  1967 

81 

—  — 

81 

STATUTORY  ACTION 

Work 

Notices 

Authorised  Action. 

Premises 

default 

served 

with 

No.  of 

done  in 

Notices 

complied 

Public  Health  Act,  1936: — 

Section  24  (Sewers) 

64 

64 

— 

64 

Section  39  (Drainage) 

Section  42  (Sewer 

17 

9 

— 

17 

Connections) 

9 

9 

— 

4 

Section  45  (Closet  repairs) 

4 

3 

1 

1 

Section  50  (Leaking  cesspools) 

1 

— 

— 

7 

Section  75  (Dustbins) 

— 

1 

1 

4 

Section  93  (Nuisances) 

17 

7 

— 

13 

Section  138  (Water  supply) 

CARAVANS 

19 

17 

1 

6 

There  are  3  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the  area  containing  3 
residential  caravans  and  3  caravans  for  holiday  purposes. 

The  travelling  scrap  dealers  remain  a  problem  to  which  the  only 
answer  appears  to  be  municipal  sites.  The  provision  of  a  site  in  this 
area  is  urgently  necessary,  if  the  continued  nuisance  and  health  hazard 
from  this  source  is  to  be  abated. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  supply  is  by  the  South  Derbyshire  Water  Board,  of  Which 
the  Ripley  Urban  District  Council  is  a  constituent  authority.  A 
mains  supply  is  available  almost  throughout  the  whole  of  the  District, 
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which  is  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity.  There  is  no  source  or 
treatment  works  in  the  area. 

The  Water  Board  makes  regular  examinations  of  the  water  going 
into  supply.  As  all  water  is  chlorinated  before  being  passed  into 
supply,  the  majority  of  samples  are  taken  after  treatment. 

Typical  chemical  and  bacteriological  results  are  given  in  Table 

8. 

Only  the  proportion  of  the  supply  obtained  from  the  Derwent 
Valley  Water  Board  is  liable  to  plumbo-solvent  action.  Under  the 
Derwent  Valley  Act,  1899,  water  supplied  by  the  Board  is  required 
to  be  treated  by  them  for  the  prevention  of  such  action  before  the 
water  is  delivered  to  any  of  the  constituent  undertakings. 

Water  samples  are  only  taken  by  the  Health  Department  as  an 
occasional  check  and  in  cases  of  complaint  or  from  private  supplies. 

The  Council  has  informed  the  County  Council  of  their  approval 
in  principle  to  the  fluoridation  of  the  public  water  supplies. 

Further  trouble  has  been  experienced  with  regard  to  lime  in  the 
water  and  of  lack  of  pressure.  The  latter  arises  from  a  number  of 
houses  being  served  by  joint  service  pipes  in  wrought  iron  and  is 
aggravated  by  the  presence  of  lime.  The  Council  has  agreed  to  make 
grants  in  respect  of  the  provision  of  separate  service  pipes  and  this 
will  help  towards  solving  this  problem. 

The  Water  Board  is  installing  softening  plant  at  the  Homesford 
Works  to  deal  with  the  hardness  problem. 

The  hardness  figures  for  the  past  six  years  are  given  in  Table 

8. 

NOISE 

Complaints  of  noise  have  continued  to  arise  from  time  to  time. 

Factories  are  sited  among  dwelling  houses  and  noise  com¬ 
plaints  are  inevitable.  Every  effort  is  made  to  reduce  noise  but 
with  varying  success. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  sewerage  arrangements  for  the  area  are  not  adequate.  Some 
are  of  insufficient  size,  some  are  defective  due  to  subsidence,  most 
are  overloaded,  and  some  areas  are  without  sewers.  All  the  works 
are  either  unsatisfactory  or  so  overloaded  as  to  be  unable  regularly 
to  produce  an  effluent  to  Royal  Commission  Standards. 

Consultants  have  reported  upon  the  work  necessary  and  the 
Council  has  accepted  the  report,  agreed  in  principle,  to  the  work 
being  carried  out  and  is  doing  everything  possible  to  avoid  any  delay. 
Details  have  been  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  for  approval. 

The  work  includes: — 

New  Sewage  Works  on  present  site  of  Northern  Sewage  Works. 

New  pumping  station  at  Street  Lane  Sewage  Works,  and  rising 
main  into  Marehay  Sewage  System. 
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New  outfall  sewer  from  Southern  Works  at  Marehay  Sewage 
Works. 

New  sewage  works  on  the  present  site  of  the  Marehay  Sewage 
Works. 

New  pumping  station  at  Heage  Sewage  Works  and  rising  main 
to  Works  inlet. 

Improvements  to  Heage  Sewage  Works. 

New  pumping  station  at  Derby  Road,  Ambergate,  and  rising 
main  to  existing  outfall  to  existing  pumping  station  along¬ 
side  the  railway  embankment. 

Extension  of  Thacker  Wood  Sewage  Works  and  provision  of 
sludge  pressing  plant. 

New  sewers  to  serve  Slack  Lane,  Nether  Heage,  Heage  Firs, 
Nether  Heage,  Dungeley  Hill,  Nether  Heage,  Street  Lane 
and  Heage  Road,  Ripley,  Lower  Hartshay  and  Derby 
Road,  Ambergate. 

The  new  outfall  sewer  from  Heage  Road  via  Padley  Hall  to 
Northern  Sewage  Works  was  completed. 

PETROLEUM  REGULATION  ACTS,  1928  and  1936 

The  standard  adopted  by  the  Council  is  the  Home  Office  Model 
Code. 

Licences  in  force  during  the  year: — 

Petrol  ...  ...  ...  48  for  101,770  galls. 

Petroleum  Mixture  ...  ...  6  for  1,300  galls. 

Carbide  of  Calcium  ...  1  for  5  tons 

CESSPOOLS  AND  SEPTIC  TANKS 

There  are  now  157  cesspools  in  the  district  and  the  Council 
undertakes  their  emptying  free  of  charge.  Two  vehicles  are  used, 
one  of  which  is  a  combined  cesspool/gully  emptier.  The  improve¬ 
ments  grant  scheme  is  increasing  this  work  and  the  sewer  extensions 
will  bring  welcome  relief.  The  road  gullies  are  emptied  four  times 
a  year. 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  in  the  area,  the  nearest 
being  at  Alfreton,  approximately  four  miles  away. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 
Refuse  Collection 

A  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  was  maintained  through¬ 
out  the  year.  Large  items  are  collected  free  by  arrangement. 

The  service  fa1  Is  short  of  the  best  present-day  practice  in  the 
following  respects: — 

(a)  There  is  no  municipal  dustbin  scheme,  so  that  the  bins  pro¬ 
vided  are  of  assorted  shapes  and  sizes,  in  all  kinds  of  condi¬ 
tions,  and  there  is  a  continuous  fight  to  keep  unsuitable 
receptacles  such  as  dolly  tubs,  oil  drums,  buckets,  baths  and 
the  like  out  of  use. 
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(b)  The  scheme  is  not  dustless  and  this  raises  problems  of  the 
spillage  of  refuse  and  of  the  hazards  to  health  to  the  men  who 
have  to  work  in  such  dusty  conditions. 

Provision  of  Dustbins  and  Paper  Sack  Holders 

The  Council  supplies  dustbins  and  paper  sack  holders  at  cost 
price,  plus  a  small  delivery  charge,  and  29  dustbins  were  sold  under 
this  scheme,  together  with  10  paper  sack  holders,  and  2  stands. 
Where  paper  sack  holders  are  purchased,  sacks  are  supplied  free  of 
charge. 

Trade  Waste 

The  fee  for  collection  of  trade  waste  from  certain  premises 
remained  at  £1  12s.  6d.  for  each  additional  receptacle. 

The  number  of  waste  units,  for  which  fees  were  collected  was 
50  in  1966/67. 

1965/66  1966/67 

£  s.  d.  £  s.  d. 

Trade  Refuse  Income  .  78  0  0  83  0  0 

Fees  for  disposal  of  loads  of  rubbish  ...  46  18  0  74  13  6 

The  disposal  of  scrap  cars  is  becoming  a  problem. 

Refuse  Disposal 

Controlled  tipping  takes  place  at  the  Waingroves  Refuse  Tip. 
Operations  there  are  satisfactory. 

The  main  problems  are  vandalism,  tip  fires  and  the  blowing 
about  of  paper  in  windy  weather. 

Transport  and  Vehicle  Maintenance 

The  raising  of  the  roof  and  enlargement  of  the  garages  to 
accommodate  the  larger  vehicles  recently  acquired  is  well  in  hand. 
The  re-roofing  is  now  completed  and  one-third  of  the  front  main 
wall.  The  raising  of  the  baling  shed  roof  is  in  progress. 


Personnel 

The  average  weekly  labour  force  for  the  year  was  28.13. 
During  the  year  10  changes  in  personnel  took  place. 


Sickness  and  Absenteeism  Records 


Total  possible  working  hours  of  all  staff: 


Sickness  (Paid) 
Sickness  (Unpaid) 
Other  time  lost 


Time 

%  of 

Lost 

Total 

Poss. 

Hours 

1967 

1967 

Hrs. 

Hrs. 

3424 

5.83 

448 

0.76 

1176 

2.00 

Time 

%  of 

Lost 

Total 

Poss. 

Hours 

1966 

1966 

Hrs. 

Hrs. 

1832 

3.54 

552 

1.13 

1528 

2.95 

Time 

%  of 

Lost 

Total 

Poss. 

Hours 

1965 

1965 

Hrs. 

Hrs. 

5040 

7.91 

704 

2.12 

1094 

1.73 

MISCELLANEOUS  LEGISLATION 

Rag,  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

One  name  appears  on  the  register  under  the  Provisions  of  this 
Act — a  local  furniture  dealer. 
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Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

One  Licence  was  again  issued  during  the  year  under  the  Act. 

Derbyshire  County  Council  Act,  1954 
Section  146,  Registration  of  Hairdressers 

Detailed  inspections  have  contributed  to  the  high  standard 
of  hygiene  practised  at  the  local  hairdressers  premises. 
Registrations  approved  during  1967 
Ladies 

Ladies  and  Gents 
Gents 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  District. 

Milk  Distributors’  Register 

Licensed  Distributors  of  Milk  ...  ...  13 

Dairies  (other  than  Dairy  Farms)  ...  ...  2 

TABLE  4 


Public  Health  Inspection  of  the  District 


HOUSING 

W.C.  Convertions 

7 

Housing  Inspections . 

103 

Sewer  Connections  . 

42 

Public  Health  Act  . 

210 

Blocked  Road  Gully . 

1 

Housing  Conditions  . 

7 

Pail  Closet  . 

1 

Standard  Grants  . 

208 

Septic  Tank . 

5 

Discretionary  Grants 

20 

Cesspools  . 

56 

Overcrowding  . 

1 

Dustbins  . 

56 

Council  House  Applicants 

11 

Refuse  Collection  . 

75 

Council  House  Inspections 

85 

Refuse  Disposal . 

87 

Clearance  Area  . 

3 

Salvage  . 

73 

Dangerous  Buildings . 

5 

Garage  Improvements 

14 

Baling  Shed  Improvements 

14 

FOOD  SUPPLY 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control 

Slaughterhouses  . 

7 

of  Development  Act,  1960 

26 

Market  Stalls  . 

30 

Water  Supply  . 

38 

Unsound  Food  (Visits) 

28 

Miscellaneous  . 

1 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

251 

Vehicle  Maintenance . 

59 

Food  and  Drugs  . 

8 

Rodent  Control  . 

15 

Milk  Samples  . 

9 

Disinfestation  (Vermin)  ... 

23 

Food  Hygiene,  Market 

Disinfection  . 

1 

Stalls  and  Delivery 

Hairdressers  . 

2 

Vehicles  . 

3 

Petrol  Storage  . 

32 

Poultry  Inspection  . 

1 

Noise  Abatement  Act 

46 

Health  Education  . 

11 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND 

Keeping  of  Animals . 

2 

RAILWAY  PREMISES 

Filthy  or  Verminous 

Visits  . 

241 

Premises 

4 

Dust  Nuisance  . 

2 

FACTORIES 

Flooded  Cellars  . 

2 

Factories,  Workshops  and 

Flooding  Visit  . 

4 

Building  Sites . 

59 

Home  Safety  . 

1 

Outworkers . 

3 

Public  Conveniences . 

1 

Protective  Clothing  . 

1 

PUBLIC  HEALTH 

Smell  . 

6 

Clean  Air  Inspections 

50 

Fumes  . 

4 

Drains  Inspected  and 

National  Assistance  Act  ... 

8 

Tested 

234 

Landlord  and  Tenant  Act  ... 

1 

Blocked  Sewers . 

23 

2 

14 

1 

6 
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TABLE  5 


Summary  of  Complaints  Received 


GENERAL  HOUSING  DEFECTS 

MISCELLANEOUS 

General  Defects . 

13 

Noise  . 

7 

DRAINAGE 

Barking  Dogs  . 

2 

Obstructions,  Sewers  and 

Smoke  Nuisance . 

6 

Drains  . 

85 

Unsound  Food  . 

18 

Sewage  in  Cellar  . 

2 

Caravans  . 

1 

INFESTATIONS 

Smell  . 

16 

Rats  . 

54 

Water  in  Cellar . 

5 

Mice  . 

17 

Overflowing  Cesspool 

... 

1 

Cockroaches  . 

24 

Removal  of  Rubbish  ... 

2 

Ants  . 

17 

Fouling  of  Footpaths  ... 

1 

W  asps  . 

2 

Dirty  Condition  of  Vacant 

Flies  . 

3 

Shop  . 

1 

Crickets  . 

18 

Miscellaneous  . 

1 

Silverfish  . 

1 

Ermine  Moth  . 

1 

TABLE  6 

HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  UNFIT  HOUSES 

ELSEWHERE 

Return  for  Year  Ending  31st  December,  1987 
(a)  Repair — Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts. 


Section  9,  10 

Public  Health 

and  16 

and  similar 

Totals 

Housing  Act  1957 

Local  Acts 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

(a)  By  owner 

(b)  By  local 

— 

— 

59 

29 

59 

29 

authority 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

— 

— 

59 

29 

59 

29 

(b)  Beyond  Repair — Housing  Act,  1957. 

Individual  Houses 

Number  of  1.  undertakings  accepted  (section  16) 

2.  closing  orders  made  (section  17) 

3.  demolition  orders  made  (section  17) 

4.  closing  orders  made  (section  18) 

5.  closing  orders  determined  (section  27) 

6.  closing  orders  revoked  and  demolition  orders 

substituted  (section  28) 

7.  houses  demolished  following  demolition  orders 

8.  numbers  of  people  displaced  (a)  individuals 

(b)  families 


4 

3 


16 

16 

7 


28 


►£*  tO 


DISCRETIONARY  AND  STANDARD  GRANT  RETURN 


(1)  Standard 


1.  No.  of  applications  Received 

a  »  33  Approved 

,,  „  „  Refused 

2.  No.  of  dwellings  improved 


Owner/Occupiers 

Tenanted 

Standard 

Standard 

5  point 

3  point 

5  point 

3  point 

67 

_ 

_  -  . 

_ _ _ 

50 

— 

7 

— 

49 


£  s.  d. 

3.  Amount  paid  in  grants  6,791  5  0 

4.  Average  grant  per  house  138  7  3 

5.  Number  of  amenities  provided  (a)  fixed  bath  42 

(b)  shower  — 

(c)  wash  hand  basin  46 

(d)  hot  water  supply 

(to  any  fittings)  46 

(e)  water  closet 


(1)  within  dwelling  48 

(2)  accessible  from 

dwelling  — 

(f )  food  store  30 

(2)  Discretionary 

1.  Number  of  applications  Received 
„  „  „  Approved 

„  „  „  Refused 

.  Number  of  dwellings  Improved 

5.  Amount  paid  in  grants 

6.  Average  grant  per  house 

(3)  Dwellings  outside  improvement  a] 

Number  of  dwellings  improved  to 


Owner  Occupiers  Tenanted 
4  — 

3  — 

4  — 

£  s.  d. 
1,486  0  0 
371  10  0 


full  standard  1 


29 


TABLE  7 

MEASUREMENTS  OF  AIR  POLLUTION 
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TABLE  8 

WATER  SUPPLY 

SUMMARY  OF  SAMPLES  TAKEN  AND  RESULTS 
Water  Board: 


Samples  Satis-  Unsatis- 
__  Submitted  factory  factory 

Chemical  .  2  2  _ 

Partial  Chemical  .  48  48  _ 

Bacteriological  .  50  50  3* 

*  Further  check  samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Public  Health  Department 

Chemical  .  1  i  _ 

Lead  and  P.H.  only .  8  —  2* 

*  Both  these  samples  were  taken  from  the  hot  water 
supply. 

RESULTS  OF  ANALYSIS 


Appearance  in  2-ft.  Tube  ... 

Colour  (Hazen  Units)  . 

Turbidity  (p.p.m.  Silica  Scale) 
pH  Value  . 


Total  Solid  Matter  (Dried  at  180 
Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 
Albuminoid  Ammonia  ... 
Nitrogen  as  Nitrites 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  . 

Chlorine  (present  as  Chloride) 
Oxygen  absorbed  in  four  hours 

Temporary  . 

Hard:  Permanent  . 

Total  . 

Oxygen  in  Solution 
Oxygen  absorbed  in  5  days 
Available  Chlorine 
Metals:  Lead 

Copper 
Zinc 
Iron 

Flourine  . 


C.) 


at  80°  F 


Clear,  colourless 
Less  than  5 
Less  than  2 
7.40 

Parts  per  million 
280 
0.04 
0.05 
0 

0.05 

18 

0.08 

130 

80 

210 


0  04 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0.45 


This  sample  is  of  similar  composition  to  earlier  samples  from 
this  source. 


Hardness: 

The  following  table  shows  hardness  of  water  supplies  to  this 
district: — 


1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

Hardness:  Temporary 

...  55 

45 

65 

120 

120 

130 

Permanent 

..  55 

70 

55 

75 

75 

80 

Total  . 

...  no 

115 

120 

195 

195 

210 
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No.  of  Houses  in  District  connected  to  mains  6.215 
No.  of  connections  made  during  the  year: 

New  Houses .  88 

No.  of  Houses  in  District  not  connected  to 

main  supply .  1 


Estimated 

Population 

Involved 

17,750 


TABLE  9 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1959 
1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health: 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

No 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

.  of 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec.  1,  2, 
3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities  . 

11 

11 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Sec.  7  is  enforced 
by  Local  Authority  . 

96 

59 

13 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Sec.  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excl.  Out¬ 
workers’  Premises)  . 

21 

12 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Reme- 

Particulars  Found  died 

■ 

a 

No.  of  cases 
in  which  pro- 
Referred  secutions 

To  H.M.  By  H.M.  were 
Insp.  Insp.  Instituted 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

3  3 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

9  3 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

1  — 

— 

— 

— 

13 


3.  Outworkers  in  August  List:— 

Making  Wearing  Apparel  ...  18 


TABLE  10 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


(a)  Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


No.  of  Total  No. 

Premises  of  Reg. 

Reg.  during  Premises  at 
Class  of  Premises  the  year  end  of  year 

Offices  .  5  51 

Retail  Shops  .  6  129 

Wholesale  Shops, 

Warehouses  —  10 

Catering  Establishments  ...  1  11 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  ...  —  3 


No.  of  Reg 
Premises 
receiving  a 
general  insp 
during  year 

16 

22 

2 

3 

3 


... — i  '  i  — 

Totals  ...  12  204  46 


Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  registered 
premises  under  the  Act,  241. 
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(b)  Analysis  of  Contraventions 


Section 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

23 

24 


Nunuvr  of 
Contraventions 
found 


Cleanliness 
Overcrowding 
Temperature  ... 

Ventilation 

Lighting  . 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

Washing  Facilities 

Supply  of  Drinking  Water  ... 

Clothing  Accommodation 

Sitting  Facilities 

Seats  (Sedentary  Workers)  ... 

Eating  Facilities 

Floors,  Passage  and  Stairs  ... 

Fencing  exposed  parts  machinery  ... 
Protection  of  young  persons  from  dangerous 
machinery 

Training  of  young  persons  working  at 
dangerous  machinery 
Prohibition  of  heavy  work  ... 

First  Aid — General  Provisions 


6 

21 

12 

16 

27 

5 

3 

1' 

2 

10 

4 


10 


117 


(c)  Analysis  of  Persons  Employed 


Class  of  Workplace 

Offices  ... 

Retail  Shops 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 
Catering  Establishments  open  to 
canteens 

Fuel  storage  depots 


Total  Males 
Total  Females  ... 


in  Registered  Premises 

Number  of  Per¬ 
sons  Employed 

513 

•  ••  •  •  ♦  •••  A 

609 

.  91 

the  public  and 

48 

13 

•••  •••  •••  A  «/ 


Total  ...  1,274 


572 

702 


(d)  Prosecutions — Nil. 

(e)  Reported  Accidents — 4. 
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TABLE  11 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 
Return  for  the  Year  1967 


Properties  other  than  Sewers: 

Type  of  Property 

Non- 

Agricultural  Agricultural 

Number  of  properties  in  district  . 

7,244 

69 

Total  number  of  properties  (including 
nearby  premises)  inspected  following 
notification  . 

261 

16 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats  . 

62 

6 

(ii)  Mice  . 

25 

2 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected 
for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons 

other  than  notification  .  860  20 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats  .  8  — 

(ii)  Mice  .  —  — 

Sewer  Treatment  Results 


Total  No. 
Manholes 

No. 

Takes 

Total 

in  Area 

Treated 

C.  P. 

Takes 

September,  1967 

567 

8 

(Results  unknown) 

— 

March,  1967 

567 

10 

—  — 

— 

July,  1966  . 

567 

11 

—  — 

— 

September,  1966  ... 

567 

11 

—  — 

— 

December,  1966  ... 

567 

10 

—  — 

— 

April,  1965  . 

267 

57 

(Results  unknown) 

— 

July,  1964  . 

190 

190 

(Results  unknown) 

Fluora- 

April,  1964  . 

377 

289 

kil  3  used 

(Results  unknown)  — 

June,  1963  . 

377 

377 

(Results  unknown) 

— 

March,  1963 

520 

84 

—  12 

12 

Disinfestation 

Treatments  undertaken  during  1967 


Cockroaches  .  33 

Ants  .  10 

Wasps  .  7 

Red  Mite  .  1 

Crickets  .  16 

Ermine  Moth  .  1 


TABLE  12 

Sewage  and  Sewage  Disposal 


Estimated 

No.  of 

Population 

Houses 

Involved 

No.  of  houses  connected  to  sewers  ... 

5,949 

16,998 

No.  of  houses  not  connected  to  sewers 

No.  of  connections  made  during  the  year: — 

266 

752 

(a)  Existing  houses 

4 

(b)  New  houses  ... 

92 

(c)  Other  premises 

— 

No.  of  conversions  of  other  closets  to  W.C.’s 

9 
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TABLE  13 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  COSTS 


Sanitary  Cleansing 


£ 

£ 

Expenditure 

1966/67 

1965/66 

Wages,  Superannuation, 

Insurance,  etc.: 

Collection  and  Disposal 

16,181 

14,726 

Cesspools  . 

1,479 

1,462 

Nightsoil  . 

210 

184 

17,870  - 

16,372 

Haulage  . 

5,866 

6,199 

Dustbins  . 

104 

126 

Rents  . 

32 

33 

Protective  Clothing 

184 

124 

Tools  and  Maintenance 

of  Tip  and  Buildings 

301 

135 

Sundries  . 

8 

13 

24,365 

Salvage 

Wages  . 

2,510 

2,490 

Haulage  . 

303 

188 

Proportion  of  Salaries, 

Sanitary  Cleansing: 

Trade  Refuse  (Collection, 

Establishment,  etc.)  ... 

248 

96 

Rates  and  Power . 

176 

211 

Baling  Wire,  etc . 

81 

'59 

Repairs  to  Baling 

Machine,  etc . 

4 

— 

Insurance  . 

10 

— 

Weighing  Machine 

repairs  . 

17 

— 

- 3,349 

27,714 

Income: 

Sale  of  Dustbins 

122 

161 

Miscellaneous  . 

— 

49 

Trade  Refuse  (Collec- 

tion  and  Disposal) 

83 

157 

205  - 

367 

Sale  of  Salvage: 

Paper  . 

3,197 

3,075 

Metals  . 

50 

149 

Textiles  . 

139 

157 

3,386  - 

3,381 

NETT  COST 

24,123 

22,298 

23,002 


3,044 

26,046 
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TABLE  14 


GENERAL  EFFICIENCY  STATISTICS 


Number 

Loads 

Tonnage 

Dustbins  (weekly  collection)  ... 

•  •  • 

8,044 

2,022 

5,293 

Cesspools  (monthly  service)  ... 

186 

2,818 

9,863 

Pails  (weekly  collection)  . , 

•  .  . 

81 

56 

57 

Salvage  (all  forms)  . 

— 

— 

301 

388 

Average  haul  to  Disposal  Point: 

2j  miles. 

The  Unit  Costs  for  Various  Services 

1964/65 

1965/66 

1966/67 

£ 

s.  d. 

£ 

s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

For  each  Bin  emptied  . 

2 

3  11 

2 

14  9 

2  12  11 

For  each  Pail  emptied  . 

3 

9  8 

3 

6  8 

3  17  9 

For  each  Cesspool  emptied 
Collection  and  Disposal  per  1 

17 

5  2 

14 

9  4 

13  10  — 

ton  of  refuse  . 

4 

1  6 

3 

14  5 

4—6 

Cost  per  1,000  population: — 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

962 

15  6  1,114 

11  3 

1,199  16  7 

TABLE  15 

RECLAMATION  OF  REFUSE— DISPOSAL  OF  SALVAGED 

MATERIALS 

1967  1966 


T  C 

Q 

£ 

s. 

d. 

T 

C 

Q 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper  . 

..  353  3 

2 

2.894 

9 

2 

361 

14 

— 

3,167 

9 

9 

Ferrous  Metals  ...  . 

3 

3 

7 

6 

21 

2 

— 

42 

3 

1 

Non-Ferrous  Metals  .. 

.  —  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

75 

5 

8 

Textiles  . 

8  17 

— 

124 

7 

10 

10 

6 

3 

146 

4 

7 

362  4  1 

3,018  4  6 

395  4  — 

3,430  3  1 
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OPERATIONAL  COSTS  OF  VEHICLES,  1966-67 
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Allocation  of  Lorries: — 

74-REB:  Housing  Van.  BRA-81  IB:  Highways  Foreman’s  Pick-up  Truck. 

332-NRA:  Housing  Van  (Part  year).  823-SER:  Massey  Ferguson  Tractor. 

NRA-835D:  Housing  Van  (Part  year).  MRB-918:  Highways  Lorry. 

308-ORB-  Highways  Lorry.  2935-R.A.:  Dennis/Johnson  Suction  Road  Sweeper. 
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